
2022
ANNUAL REPORT

PRESERVE, RESTORE, EDUCATE, ADVOCATE



P A G E  0 2CONTENT
4     Message f rom our     
       Execut ive Di rector

ON THE COVER:
Emerald Bay, Photo Credit to Jesse Bradford
THIS PAGE:
Sugar Pine Point State Park

5      What  We Do

6-7   How We Do I t

8      Our  Impact

9      The Donner  Pro ject

10    VIk ingsholm Forever

11    Our  F inancia ls

12    The Strateg ic  Plan

13    The People

14    Donor  Acknowledgements

15    2023 Not- to-Miss Events



P A G E  0 3

MISSION
Sierra State Parks Foundation provides
critically needed financial and
professional support to the Lake Tahoe -
Donner Lake region state parks for
education, interpretation, restoration, and
cultural and environmental preservation
consistent with the mission of California
State Parks. 

We believe our parks are unique
treasures worthy of our support by
funding projects and educational
programs that connect visitors with a rich
cultural heritage and natural resources.

Because of this work and advocacy, our
parks will continue to be places of
inspiration and education for generations
to come.



The eight California State Parks at Lake
Tahoe and Donner are natural and cultural
treasures where we hike, ski, breathe pine-
scented air, unwind, meditate, and marvel
at historic landmarks from our past.

We take inspiration from generations of
honored Washoe people, who were the
original caretakers of the land. They
continue to serve as stewards and mentors,
providing inspiration to staff and board
members of the Sierra State Parks
Foundation (SSPF). As Executive Director,
I want to welcome you and your family to
these park gems. It is my honor to help you
feel at home and welcomed in our parks.

2022: A Year to Celebrate

I heartily thank donors, volunteers,
business partners, and event attendees for
your support and trust over the decades.
From SSPF’s living room beginnings in
1968 to our incorporation in 1974, and to
our wide impact today, we are dedicated to
the special public lands under our charge. 

I’m proud to present our 2022 Annual Report
highlighting SSPF’s substantial impact on
our local California State Parks. Our board
of directors worked with tenacity and vision,
always focusing on our mission and the
needs of the parks. SSPF funded innovative
educational programming and provided
meaningful park experiences to visitors from
near and far. We are proud that our financial
contributions allowed for restoration projects
at two beloved historic estates: Vikingsholm
at Emerald Bay State Park and Pine Lodge
at Sugar Pine Point State Park. The impact
on our parks and visitor experiences totaled
an impressive $561,759 in 2022. The pillars
of our mission -- education, interpretation,
preservation, and advocacy -- stand firm
with an impact that will continue into the
future. 

I invite you to continue on this journey as we
provide welcoming and meaningful park
experiences for all!
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Yours in Parks,

Heidi Doyle



EDUCATION PROGRAMS
We fund virtual classrooms that educate
students globally on fire ecology, wildlife, and
the Donner Party. In 2022, State Park
Interpretive Specialists offered 120 total free-
of-cost virtual programs which served over
6,000 students.
Through consistent support over the years,
educational programming expanded to
mountain bike, kayak, raft, and snowshoe
tours. In 2022, a total of 1,907 park visitors
and local students participated in these
programs. By sharing the cultural and natural
history in accessible and interactive programs,
we're creating future park stewards through
unforgettable memories.

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
These magical spaces hold history we want to
protect. As a nongovernmental partner, we
expedite, fund, coordinate, and complete
cultural and natural preservation projects.
These restorations allow future generations to
experience the same magic that inspires us
today. 
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W H A T  W E  D O :  
C r e a t i n g  w e l c o m i n g  s p a c e s
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MEMORABLE EVENTS
We produce unique fundraisers that provide
unforgettable park experiences, nurturing
donors and supporters, and promoting
stewardship and sustainability.

FRIENDLY FACES &
BOOTS ON THE
GROUND
In addition to operating four visitor centers that
provide access to in-person resources, souvenirs,
and refreshments, SSPF runs historic house tours
for the Hellman-Ehrman Mansion and Vikingsholm
Castle. We share our stories that bring
understanding and connection to our past. 

H O W  W E  D O  I T
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THROUGH THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS &
VOLUNTEERS!
Creating high-quality events can cost an
arm and a leg, but that's where
sponsorships and partnerships come in.
Media partners Tahoe.com, Tahoe Weekly,
& KOLO TV supported our marketing
campaigns. Other local business partners
donated gift cards, in-kind services, wine,
and more. All this allows us to put more
proceeds back into the parks!

In addition, our volunteer champions are
essential in helping us execute unique
events and projects. More than 50 active
volunteers collectively contribute over
1,000 hours of service to the Tahoe State
Parks via the Sierra State Parks
Foundation every year. Last year, 57
volunteers completed a collective 1,149.15
hours of service!

H O W  W E  D O  I T

S E E  L I S T
O F  2 0 2 2

P A R T N E R S
&

S P O N S O R S
O N  P A G E

1 3

T H A T  I S  A N  I N - K I N D
V A L U E  O F :



$ 3 6 , 5 4 2 . 9 7  ( V O L )  +

$ 1 4 , 9 9 0 . 0 0  ( I N - K I N D  &
C A S H  S P O N S O R S H I P )

=

$ 5 1 , 5 3 2 . 9 7 ! !
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IN-PERSON
PROGRAMMING

SSPF funds educational programming in the
parks, including campfire programs, State Park
Interpretive Specialists guided mountain
bike/rafting/kayak/snowshoe tours, and more.
In 2022, 1,520 total park visitors and 387
students participated in these memorable
programs.

O U R  I M P A C T



P A G E  0 9

In 2022, the 105-year-old monument
was fully restored to stand the test of
time for another century! Onwards to
phase two! 
Phase one was the heart, and phase
two is the spirit of it all. Reflective
landscaping through a surrounding
trail with seating will create a
welcoming space for docent-lead
tours, student groups, families, and
the community.  Our fundraising goal
to complete this phase is an
achievable $60,000.  

T H E  D O N N E R  P R O J E C T
Signature Project:

$140,000 raised to date of $200,000 goal



The need for operational and maintenance funding for Vikingsholm, since it became a part of
the California State Parks System in 1954, is a continual challenge. With inadequate State
resources to address the annual costs and long-term needs, the Sierra State Parks
Foundation has stepped up to keep the historic house museum open and maintained. As with
all old homes, the needs increase each year. The Foundation has created a solution to
ensure future funds will be available for the upkeep of Vikingsholm Castle. 

The Vikingsholm Forever Endowment Campaign is your legacy opportunity. A minimum
investment of $1000, will grant you membership as a Founding Member.

Why an endowment campaign? Funds will be used to support a dedicated Restoration
Specialist with the expert skills to perform delicate maintenance and restoration work at
Vikingsholm. Additionally, materials will be purchased for the completion of top-priority needs.
The Foundation will coordinate with California State Parks and other entities as future large-
scale projects are identified at Vikingsholm. 
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V I K I N G S H O L M  F O R E V E R
Signature Project:

$145,766 raised to date of $300,000 goal



6.6%

75.6%

17.8%

75.4%

10.8%

13.8%

Our organization earned the Candid Platinum Seal of
Transparency again, which means The Foundation has
achieved (and retained) the highest level of financial
transparency to its donors. #HumbleBrag 

We are proud to share our key metrics with the world and
highlight the changes we’re making. We give donors and
funders an alternative to simplistic financial ratios to evaluate us.

Your donations are hard at work! Eighty-
three cents of every dollar goes directly to
facilitate education programs, natural and
cultural restoration, and other initiatives to
create welcoming and accessible
experiences. We are poised to help
strengthen parks as a major partner at the
beautiful eight California State Parks we
serve at Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake.

In 2022, we steadily continued to
implement our 2021-2025 Strategic Plan,
providing education, interpretation,
restoration, and cultural and environmental
preservation for our magical Tahoe parks.
We are fortunate to be a part of the
sustainability of our parks and are grateful
for your dedication to our shared vision.
We can’t do this critical work without you!

PROGRAM BREAKDOWNHOW WE SPEND YOUR MONEY
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O U R  F I N A N C I A L S



O V E R A R C H I N G  G O A L :  E N H A N C E  T H E  V I S I T O R  E X P E R I E N C E

T H E  S T R A T E G I C  P L A N :
2 0 2 1  -  2 0 2 5
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Create Meaningful Park Experiences
The Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake California State Parks were created to provide recreational
opportunities in a landscape that was quickly becoming less accessible to the public. Creating
welcoming and accessible park experiences with maintained facilities, and inviting our visitors
to experience the parks in a manner meaningful to them, is central to our mission.

Public funds, through fees and General Fund allocations, cover just 60% of the expenses of
operating the State Parks at Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake. Restoration costs for the many
historic treasures is on-going, expensive, and unbudgeted. The need to create sustainable
funding for SSPF to achieve its desired impact requires mechanisms that will endure
economic turns.

Grow Resilient Funding

Enhance Collaborative Opportunities
SSPF operates within the ecosystem that includes not only our local State Park partners but a
multiple of local and state government agencies and non-government organizations.
Recognizing the benefit of collaboration in meeting our mission, we will commit to nurturing
proactive collective relationships.

Increase Visibility
Parks are essential landscapes, treasured and required for our mental and physical health.
Yet a disconnect exists between the impact of SSPF and the visitor. This detachment is also
between California State Parks and the public. The creation of programs and opportunities for
engagement, coupled with unified messaging, will bridge this gap and have the effect of
bringing more resources to SSPF. 
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AMERICORPS MEMBER
Stefanie Studen
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Norma Santiago, President
Michael Levin, MD, Vice-President
Barton Tretheway, Treasurer
Rosalee “Rosie” Smith, Secretary
Kerry Andras, Board Member
Lyndsay Bryant, Board Member
Ron Grove, Board Member
Susan Grove, Board Member
Barbara Hawn, Board Member
Wes Kaguni, Board Member
Suzanne Larsen, Board Member
Sarah Robertson, Board Member
Lolly Kupec, Board Member

Kiley McInroy*, Events
Nejla Ackdoe-Pagey, Retail
Dane Adams, Retail
Wendy Copple, Retail
Rachel Kay, Retail
Karen Larsen, Retail
Anne Rouhier, Retail
Judith Markward, RetailSE
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Heidi Doyle, Executive DIrector
Brian Herlihy, Business Manager
Rose Payne, Retail Manager
Denise Tran, Events &
Communications Manager

Hannah Doss, Communications 
Christina Vaughn, Events 

*Starting January 1st, Kiley
McInroy is now the full-time
Community Engagement Manager.

Mabel Roberts, Retail
Marsha Ward-Hudson, Retail Supervisor
Susan Berry Kezich, Tour Guide Supervisor
John Harbison, Tour Guide 
Lindsay Harbison, Tour Guide Supervisor
Murray Smith, Tour Guide
Katherine Sullivan, Tour Guide
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T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S
$10,000+ Donation
Tahoe Maritime Foundation
Kaguni, Dr. Laurie Simon
Benson, Bonnie
Camp Richardson
Smith, Helen

$5,000+ Donation
Langston, Diana
Anderson Family Trust
Calfa, Frank & Susan
Serendipity Fund
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation
Tramiel, Garry

$1,000+ Donation
Tretheway, Jennifer & Barton
Boerner, Larry & Cheryl
Coppin, Daniela
Miller, Thomas
Hellman, Marco
Jordan, Wendy
Petersen, Donna & Victor
Plumas Bank - Tahoe City
Tsuchiya, Gordon & Janet
McCoy, Barry & Cindy
Smith, Randall
Langenderfer, Donna
Estes, Matthew & Katrina
Lindell, Jody
The Lundrigan Walker Family Foundation
Wiesner Family Endowment Fund
Paulin, Gail
Barker, Kent
Jennings, Anne
Jennings, Jennifer
Jennings, Stephen
John, Eileen
Woods Joint 2020 Revocable Trust
Bryant, Lyndsay & Steve
Smith & Songey, Rosalee & Don
Moore, Stan & Denise
O'Neil, Christopher
Banzett, Lorelle
Brisco, Janice
Chapman, Harry & Janet
Chin, Brooke & Jack
Edwards, Gaby
Fetherston, Elisabeth & Ken
Leusing, Barbara
Pantoskey, Brad & Lucy
Richards, Dr Albert & Roxanne
Scroggie, Kathy & Michael
Thomas, Nicole & Zach
Truettner Family Foundation

$250+ Donation
Villeneuve, Anne
Cuttitta, Cecile
Linkem, Marilyn
Robertson, Sarah & Mark
Hanlon, John & Mary
Carroll, Tom & Maureen
Berry Kezich, Susan
Bijou, Ralph
Davis Toso, Gwen
Grossman, Ernie
Lyman, Catherine & Rob
Marquis, Sue & Jack
McPherson, Tim & Sheryl

Nevarez, Gloria
Olivieri, Stefanie
Pelzer, Steven
Ward, Leslie & Tom
Colbert, James & Marie
Janssen, Howard & Christina
Tweedie, Tim & Judy
Donnelly, Michael & Clarissa
Rajiv, Rohan
Czerwinski, Edmund & Barbara
Matthews, Jayne & James
Stolarski, Amy
Truckee River Ranch Lodge, LLC
Doyle, Tom & Heidi
Stang, Jim & Lydia
Branagh, Kimberly
Troka, Genevieve
Jackson, Francine
Keck, Barbara
Vandale, Leslie
Vanderlaan, Martin

$100+ Donation
Ackerly, David
Carl, Robert & Sharon
Corcoran, Ken & Emilie
Fleming, Mary
Holstead, Ray & Kathy
Logan, Nancy
Lundin, Craig
Majka, Maria & Joseph
May, Judy & Rob
Pec Tahoe Properties, LLC
Pierce, Frances & Herb
Sanborn, Brad & Heidi
Grove, Ron
Boyette, Susan
Levin, Michael
Spalinger, Linda
Maguire, Kimberly
Antonucci, Dave & Jennifer
Daugherty, Melinda
Makin, John & Jan
Montag, Keith & Joyce
Nelson, Cindy & David
Rowberg, Bob & Carol
Watson, Katrine
Kaguni, Wes
Brown, Elizabeth & Bob
Maul, Terry Lee
McInroy, Sherri
Wallis, Nancy & John
Grove, Susan & Lewis
Meier, Peter & Laura
Flanzer, Jerry & Sally
Albright, Doug
Albright, Gregory
Albright, Karla
Collier, Grant
Bienati, Larry & Cathy
Boelk, Mike & Teri
Brundage, Sharon & Todd
Cornell, Catherine
Evans, Carol & Anthony
Feenstra, James
Hess, Merdene
Hummer, Wendy
Lee, Melinda
Lee, Nancy & Chilton
Levison, Regina

Markley, Bill & Norma
Misico, Alanna
Mitchell, Richard & Randy
Pieper, Sandra
Richardson, William & Barbara
Shilton, Mariah
Taylor and Weston, Sally & Rob
Vliet, Joanne
Walton, William & Marie
Wise, Cindy
Albert, Donald & Dory
Ancinas, Eddy & Osvaldo
Andras, Kerry
Benty Properties, Inc.
Burkhart, David
DeAngeli, Heather & Douglas
DePuy, Judy & Dave
Fenech, Kristen
Freeman, Kathy
Fylstra, Hilary
Hadley, David & Corinne
Kaguni, Jon
Leung/Quan Charitable Trust
McCallum, Gayle
Morrow, Roberta
Murphy, Paul & Michele
Nichols, William
O'Brien, Loretta
Porter, Marianne & Jim
Schneller, Irene & Frank
Schrock, Leslie
Slegona, Wayne
Strand, Cathy
Stronck, David & Florence
Stroud, Pam & Gordy
Trails & Vistas, Inc.
Vogel, Charles
Welch, Doug
Wilson, Alice
Wolff, Leslie

$100 and below Donation
Avilan, Kathleen
Jones, Jeff & Hillary
Lewis, Kevin
Disuanco, Maybelline
Cocke, Richard & Alice
Dickerman, Dan
Yakar, Evon
Reber, David
Williams, Roxanne
Larsen, Suzanne
Andrews, Ann
Bollini, Cindy & Richard
Burrowes, Marion
Cecchettini, Ron & Peggy
Chapman, Robert
Clontz, Diane
Close, Christine & Paul
De Martini, Clifton & Charlotte
Doyle-Greyson Family
Dr. Deaver
HGant, Barbara
Gardner, Elizabeth
Glass, Hannah
Glazer, Irma
Handley, Craig
Hanson, Linnea
Hirt, Martin
Hohbach, Douglas

Isheim, Michael
Knez, Alejandra
Kniesche, Skip & Nancy
Lindquist, Beverly
Long, David
Lotz, Stephen
Manninen, Jared
Mast, Jim
McMillen, Donald & Francine
Mosqueda, Anna
Neeley, Dennis & Darlene
Newberry, Sue
Osborn, Alice
Pang, Diane & John
Plant, Jeff & Pamela
Ray, Cassie
Reilly, Michelle
Reynolds, Margie 
Romack, Sharon
Schmoyer, Danni
Schultz, Kathy
Sullivan, David & Carol Ann
Vliet, Gary & Donna
Leute, Brent
Thurmond Wills, Carole
Thym-Hochrein, Nancy
Crone, Peter
Brideau-Miller, Andrea
Ehrman, Gordon
Fizdale, Stephen
Santiago, Norma
Arri, Richard & Stephanie
Collins, Judy
Foster, Grace
Gellings, Clark & Patricia
Kohler, Ashmeena
Luc, Wil
McGinnis, John
Meyerholz, Rebecca
Shaskey, Elizabeth
Snader, Nancy
Mellin, Christina
Atherton, Soloman
Bosse, Michael
Brown, Jamie
Carswell, Bruce
Hatch, Daphne
Krucik, Mary
Murray, Peter
Myers, Annalene
Polak, Julie
Rosen, Stan
Tompkins, Ina
Harlan, Carey
Lopez, Melissa
Bartlett, Dana
Bingham, Michelle
Cates, Bob
Childers, Jim & Roxie
DuMond, Rose
Fagen, Janie & Chuck
Fah, Virginia
Fineran, Maureen
Hajduk, Donna
Lauriello-Klein, Maria
Leyden, Rose & Bruce
Monroe, Michael
Moore, Gene
Potts, Cory
Roth, Lesha

Scourkes, Athena
Taylor, Nancy
Tsang, Kathryn
Woodcock, Lindsey
Good, Michelle
Jacobs, Brian
O'Shaughnessy, Terry
Portesi, Michelle
Hartman, Paul

"Philanthropy,
charity, giving

voluntarily
and freely –
call it what

you like but it
is truly a jewel

of an
American
tradition.”



 - John F.
Kennedy



2 0 2 3  N O T - T O - M I S S  E V E N T S
It's Sugar Pine Point State Park's year! Mark your calendar for these summer highlights:

Friday, August 4th at Sugar Pine Point State Park

P I N E  L O D G E ' S  1 2 0 T H  B I R T H D A Y
Saturday, August 12th at the Hellman-Ehrman Mansion in Sugar Pine Point State Park

M U S I C  A T  T H E  C A S T L E
July 28 - 29th at Vikingsholm Castle in Emerald Bay State Park

D E T A I L S  &  L I S T  O F  A L L  2 0 2 3  E V E N T S  A T
W W W . S I E R R A S T A T E P A R K S . O R G

B I G  B L U E g r a s s   B E N E F I T  C O N C E R T
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SierraStateParks.org



1295 North Lake Blvd. | PO Box 28, 
Tahoe City, CA 96145
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